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1. ARTICLE 1
[bookmark: _Toc232429623]1.1. The GEF-8 Dja Landscape Inception Workshop: Advancing Conservation, Governance, and Livelihoods in Cameroon's Critical Ecosystem
25 September 2025
Source : https://www.congolandscapes.org/news/gef-8-dja-landscape-inception-workshop-advancing-conservation-governance-and-livelihoods
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Image: Dja Landscape – African Wildlife Foundation

The GEF-8 Dja Landscape Inception Workshop held on 10–11 September 2025 in Mbankomo, Cameroon marked a pivotal milestone in operationalizing the strategic objectives of the project titled 'Strengthening Governance and Ecosystem Connectivity for Biodiversity Conservation and Improved Livelihoods in the Dja Landscape.'
This initiative is a cornerstone of Cameroon's commitment to conserving its rich biodiversity within approximately 4 million hectares of the Congo Basin forests, encompassing key protected areas such as the Dja Biosphere Reserve — an esteemed UNESCO World Heritage Site — and adjoining multi-use zones, including wildlife reserves, community forests, logging concessions, agro-industrial plantations, and human settlements.
The Dja landscape is renowned for its exceptional biological richness, supporting numerous globally threatened species such as the Western lowland gorilla, chimpanzee, forest elephant, and numerous bird and plant species. It also plays a crucial role in regional climate regulation and carbon sequestration.
This Cameroon GEF-8 national project forms part of the broader GEF Congo Forest Integrated Programme, led by UNEP, which includes a network of fourteen (14) projects across GEF-7 and GEF-8 phases. Collectively, these initiatives aim to catalyze a transformational shift toward sustainable forest management, biodiversity conservation, and landscape connectivity across the transboundary Congo Basin.
"This project is intended to protect one of the precious treasures of our country. It is also a catalyst to permit us to build harmony between humanity and nature. — Minister Hele, Cameroon's Minister of Environment, Nature Protection and Sustainable Development"
[bookmark: _Toc232429624]1.2. Objectives and Key Focus Areas
Building on the achievements of GEF-7, the project emphasizes integrated, ecosystem-based approaches to governance, conservation, and sustainable development. The inception workshop brought together over 70 stakeholders — comprising government officials, Indigenous Peoples and local communities (IPLCs), civil society organizations, research institutions, NGOs, and private sector actors — to translate strategic ambitions into concrete actions.
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Image: GEF-8 Dja Landscape inception ceremony group photo]




Primary focus areas discussed:
1. Strengthening Ecosystem Governance: Enhancing institutional capacity and safeguards, ensuring FPIC principles, and developing transparent, participatory decision-making processes
1. Restoring Ecological Connectivity: Implementing landscape-scale initiatives to facilitate wildlife movement and maintain genetic flow among populations
1. Sustainable Livelihoods: Promoting community-led, climate-smart livelihood options such as agroforestry, sustainable harvesting, and value-added forest products — aiming to restore at least 10,000 hectares of degraded land
1. Climate Change Mitigation: Contributing to national and regional climate goals by sequestering an estimated 45 million tons of CO2
1. Monitoring and Inclusion: Establishing robust monitoring, grievance redress mechanisms, and ensuring equitable community participation
[bookmark: _Toc232429625]1.3. Expected Outcomes and Regional Significance
By integrating these actions within the overarching GEF-7 and GEF-8 strategies, the project aspires to achieve measurable biodiversity recovery, improved ecosystem resilience, and enhanced regional cooperation within the Congo Basin. Through the GEF-8 Congo Integrated Forest Program, the Dja has been identified as a priority landscape where governance, restoration, and sustainable livelihoods can be advanced together — aiming to serve as a model for transboundary landscape management that balances the urgent need for biodiversity protection with the sustainable development aspirations of local communities.
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Image: Workshop participants at GEF-8 Dja Landscape inception
ARTICLE 2
[bookmark: _Toc232429626]2.1. Dja Landscape Project Launches New Grievance and Redress Mechanism to Strengthen Community Rights in the Congo Basin
12 December 2025
Source: https://www.congolandscapes.org/news/dja-landscape-project-launches-new-grievance-and-redress-mechanism-strengthen-community-rights
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Image: Meeting on the Dja Landscape GEF-8 project

Indigenous peoples and local communities in the Dja Landscape are gaining a stronger voice in conservation efforts with the launch of a new Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) under the GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project (Cameroon). The mechanism aims to ensure that community rights are protected and that concerns related to project activities are addressed promptly and transparently.
The initiative advances Activity 1.2.5 of the GEF-funded project and reinforces alignment with international environmental and social safeguards, including key human rights principles.
During an inception workshop in Yaoundé, African Indigenous Women's Organization Central African Network (AIWO-CAN), the technical lead for the mechanism's development, presented the approach that will guide GRM implementation.
"This is a major step towards establishing a functional and culturally appropriate platform for communities to be heard. — Mrs. Hawe Hamman Bouba, President of AIWO-CAN"

[bookmark: _Toc232429627]2.2. consultation
Consultant Daniel Seba outlined the methodological framework for the mechanism, while Dr. Haman Unusa, National Director of the project (MINEPDED), emphasized the importance of ensuring strong alignment with activities affecting indigenous peoples and local communities.
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Image: GEF-8 Dja Landscape PMU team at the inception workshop

The GRM will complement the ongoing Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) process, forming a core pillar of the project's rights-based conservation approach. Implementation will focus on priority areas in Djoum, Mintom, Oveng, Mvangan, and Somalomo.
Field sensitization activities began on December 8, 2025 to ensure communities understand and can meaningfully engage with the mechanism. This initiative underscores the GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project's commitment to conservation efforts that uphold community participation, accountability, and the protection of indigenous peoples' rights.


ARTICLE 3
[bookmark: _Toc232429628]3.1. Strengthening Community Voices: New Partnerships to Transform Local Governance in Cameroon's Dja Landscape
[image: ]
Image: Bandaka community landscape
19 December 2025
Across Cameroon's Dja landscape, a critical biodiversity corridor spanning four million hectares, local communities, Indigenous Peoples, and municipal authorities have long faced significant governance challenges that threatened both conservation goals and community rights. Fragmented decision-making processes, limited representation of marginalized groups in land-use planning, and weak coordination between traditional and formal governance systems have created obstacles to sustainable development.
Today, these challenges are being directly addressed. The GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project has formalized strategic partnerships. To date, five specialized organizations are collaborating to establish inclusive, rights-based governance systems that will transform how communities manage their natural resources.
[image: ]
Image: Bandaka camp – community engagement
[bookmark: _Toc232429629]3.2. Closing the Governance Gap
For years, municipal councils across Somalomo, Messok, Mintom, and Lomié have struggled with governance infrastructure that undermines the voices of minorities. Indigenous Peoples, particularly the Baka communities, have not been efficiently included in land-use decisions affecting their ancestral territories. Women's voices remain largely absent from resource management forums despite their central role in livelihoods. Youth perspectives are rarely integrated into planning processes. Conflicts over land and resources often lack transparent resolution mechanisms, eroding trust between communities and authorities.
"Conservation efforts without the communities is a recipe for failure. These partnerships with stakeholders of the Dja mark a new social contract for the Landscape."
[bookmark: _Toc232429630]3.3. Five Partners, One Transformative Vision
Each technical partner brings specialized expertise to address specific governance barriers:
APROSPEN
Leverages two decades of experience working with Indigenous communities to establish Municipal Land Use Management Committees (MLMCs) and Landscape Management Boards (LMBs) in Lomié. Their proven track record in participatory mapping, FPIC, and gender-transformative approaches ensure that governance structures are genuinely representative and rights-based.
ACDEF
Mobilizes communities in Somalomo and Messok, addressing the historical exclusion of producers' groups and Indigenous communities from governance spaces. Through inclusive dialogue and capacity strengthening, they are co-designing governance mechanisms that reflect diverse community priorities.
AIWO-CAN
Partnering through REPALEAC/OKANI, tackles the absence of accountability mechanisms by establishing functional grievance redress mechanisms. This critical intervention provides communities with safe channels to voice concerns, seek redress, and hold authorities accountable — essential safeguards for protecting human rights.
ECO-PH
Addresses municipal planning gaps in Mintom, Djoum and Oveng by integrating conservation and community priorities into formal land-use instruments. Their support helps councils create MLMCs that bridge customary and statutory governance systems while building local capacity for participatory monitoring.
OKANI
Strengthens Indigenous rights awareness, ensuring that Baka communities and other IPLCs remain central to governance reforms. Their leadership amplifies Indigenous voices and integrates traditional knowledge into landscape stewardship.
"Nothing for them without them. As linchpins of the Dja Landscape, bringing IPLCs onboard the decision apparatus is indispensable to achieving their aspirations that transcends generations. — Project Management Unit, Dja Landscape Project"
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Image: Dja Landscape PMU team
[bookmark: _Toc232429631]3.4. From Exclusion to Empowerment
This coordinated partnership approach represents more than institutional capacity building — it signifies a fundamental shift toward inclusive, equitable governance. By the end of the first year of implementation, each municipality will have formally recognized MLMCs with balanced stakeholder representation, including Indigenous Peoples and women in leadership positions. Communities will have accessible grievance redress mechanisms protecting their rights. Municipal planning instruments will reflect community priorities alongside conservation objectives.
"Conservation and development are complementary, not competitive. Empowering IPLCs to co-decide with authorities strengthens shared governance and delivers lasting benefits for all. — Project Management Unit, Dja Landscape Project"
[bookmark: _Toc232429632]3.5. Sustaining the Landscape, Sustaining Communities
The Dja landscape's ecological integrity is inseparable from the rights and well-being of communities who have stewarded these forests for generations. By addressing governance deficits that have undermined both conservation and social equity, this partnership-driven approach models how inclusive institutions can advance environmental and development objectives simultaneously. This is governance transformation in action — powered by partnership, grounded in rights, and designed for lasting change.


ARTICLE 4
[bookmark: _Toc232429633]4.1. Inclusive Landscape Governance Dream Gets a Tick in Mintom
9 January 2026
[image: ]Image: Assok (Chef Baka) – Mintom community leader
[bookmark: _Toc232429634]4.2. Since its official launch in September 2025, the GEF-8 Landscape Project has engaged through its partners to roll out activities on the ground.
Mintom, Cameroon – December 2025: Environment Conservation for Public Health (ECO-ph) has completed the first phase of community mobilization under the GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project, successfully engaging six villages and stakeholders across the Mintom Commune to prepare for the creation of the Mintom Municipal Landscape Management Commission (MLMC).
Since 18 November 2025, ECO-ph has led sensitization sessions, stakeholder mapping, and community dialogues in the villages of Ebomane, Mboutoukong, Assok, Akom, Zoebefam, and Nkolémboula. A total of 112 participants, including Baka and Fang communities, women, youth, traditional leaders, cooperatives, and local associations, took part in the initial consultations.
A major milestone was achieved as all six traditional chiefs provided Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) endorsing the establishment of the MLMC — ensuring legitimacy and community ownership of the future landscape governance structure.
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Image: Akom village community gathering – MLMC consultation process

ECO-ph also identified 28 socio-professional groups representing 921 members, conducted a survey where 112 questionnaires were administered across the villages, and extended the activity to Mintom town center, where 25 additional questionnaires are being administered among municipal authorities, CSOs, cooperatives, and State technical services.
Despite challenges such as difficult road access and translation needs for Baka communities, ECO-ph reports strong engagement and positive momentum. Next steps include completing data collection in Mintom center, organizing the Stakeholder Forum, drafting the MLMC foundational document, and collaborating with the Mayor's Office for official endorsement.
ECO-ph remains committed to promoting inclusive, community-driven governance and sustainable land management within the Dja landscape.


ARTICLE 5
[bookmark: _Toc232429635]5.1.GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project Launches Community Forest Initiative Led by Women
13 February 2026
Source: https://www.congolandscapes.org/news/gef-8-dja-landscape-project-launches-community-forest-initiative-led-women
Mouloundou, Dja Landscape, Cameroon – January 2026
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 Demarcating the site for the garden of medicinal plants

The GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project has taken a major step toward community-led conservation with the launch of a medicinal plant garden in Dioula village. This initiative marks the first milestone in establishing a community forest that will secure Indigenous Peoples' rights while promoting sustainable forest management across nearly 4 million hectares of the Dja Landscape.
The medicinal plant garden directly contributes to Output 2.2 of the GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project, which focuses on strengthening forest restoration and sustainable forest management through community forestry, while safeguarding the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities. Covering nearly 2,500 square meters along the Mbandamé River, the garden is located on land generously donated by village elder Njoumbé Thomas, exemplifying the successful integration of traditional knowledge and modern conservation approaches.


[bookmark: _Toc232429636]5.2 Women at the Forefront of Conservation
Management of the medicinal plant garden and an adjacent tree nursery has been entrusted to the Essoungue women's association, an interethnic group dedicated to improving women's wellbeing in southeastern Cameroon's Lobéké Forest region. Following the first GEF grant disbursement in January 2026, the association mobilized immediately, placing women at the heart of conservation planning, decision-making, and forest stewardship.
[image: ]
Acknowledgement of gift of land for the Garden of Medicinal Plants
[bookmark: _Toc232429637]5.3. Resilient Families, Resilient Forests in Practice
The future community forest will generate sustainable income through non-timber forest products (NTFPs), creating a self-sustaining model that links environmental conservation with community health and wellbeing. Revenues will support Dioula's Health Center by funding essential medicines and supplies, as well as the salaries of two nurses and one pharmacist. Strategically located behind the health center, the garden provides healthcare professionals with direct access to medicinal plants when they are most needed.
Restoring Forest Ecosystems with Medicinal Plants — Multiple Benefits for People and Nature:
1. Biodiversity Conservation: Protects endemic medicinal plant species while supporting forest restoration and vital ecosystem services
1. Indigenous Rights: Strengthens community forest tenure and secures rights to land, resources, and traditional territories in line with FPIC principles
1. Gender Equality: Elevates women's leadership in forest management and ensures fair distribution of conservation benefits
1. Climate Action: Enhances carbon sequestration and climate resilience in the Congo Basin
1. Sustainable Livelihoods: Diversifies income sources while reducing pressure on forests through regulated harvesting and community monitoring
[bookmark: _Toc232429638]5.4. A Scalable Model for the Congo Basin
The Essoungue medicinal plant garden serves as a pilot for community-driven conservation across the Dja Landscape and the wider Congo Basin. It highlights the transformative power of investing in local communities as primary conservation actors — and reinforces the understanding that environmental health and human wellbeing are deeply interconnected. As the women of Essoungue nurture their medicinal plant garden, they are cultivating more than plants: they are sowing the foundations for a healthier, more equitable, and more sustainable future.


ARTICLE 6
[bookmark: _Toc232429639]6.1. Smart Steps in Grounding the Dja Landscape Project: Inclusive Governance Structure Taking Roots
10 March 2026
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ACDEF – showing inclusivity in process to establish Municipal Landscape Management Committee 

Somalomo – Ngoyla – Lomié, Eastern Region, Cameroon – 2026

Five months after its official launch, the GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project is already redefining collaborative conservation across one of the world's most vital forest ecosystems.
Anchored within the GEF-funded Congo Forest Integrated Programme and led globally by United Nations Environment Programme, the initiative is executed nationally by Cameroon's Ministry of Environment, Nature Protection and Sustainable Development. At its core, the project advances a governance model rooted in inclusion, transparency, and full respect for Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC).
[bookmark: _Toc232429640]6 .2. The Project Took Off on a Foundation Built on Consent and Accountability
Since its launch in September 2025, the project has recorded measurable progress across governance systems, social safeguards, community participation, and institutional partnerships. Central to this progress is the operationalization of FPIC — a cornerstone of both the Global Environment Facility's environmental and social safeguards and UNEP's Environmental and Social Sustainability Framework. FPIC is not treated as a procedural requirement, but as a legal and ethical commitment that guarantees communities the right to approve, modify, or reject proposed interventions on their lands before implementation begins.
To date, FPIC processes have been successfully completed in six of the eleven targeted municipalities across the Dja Landscape. Structured community assemblies were convened, project documentation was disseminated in accessible formats and local languages, and decisions were formally recorded. Consultations in the remaining five municipalities are actively underway.

[image: ]
 Concertation for the creation of MLMC in East Cameroon
[bookmark: _Toc232429641]6.3. The Project Sets Grievance Redress Mechanism in Motion
In parallel, the project has moved swiftly to establish a fully operational Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) in four municipalities — Djoum, Mintom, Mvangan, and Oveng — through its implementing partner African Indigenous Women's Organisation, Central African Network. The GRM provides an accessible and culturally appropriate platform through which community members — with particular attention to Baka Indigenous peoples and women — can raise concerns, seek remedies, and monitor the resolution of grievances linked to project activities.
[bookmark: _Toc232429642]6.4. The Project Capitalizes on Inclusive Governance Structures
Building on earlier governance structuring efforts in Mintom led by Eco-PH, the African Conservation and Development Foundation (ACDEF) has assumed leadership in advancing inclusive consultations across the eastern municipalities of Somalomo, Ngoyla, and Lomié. Across approximately fifteen villages in these municipalities, ACDEF has implemented a structured, participatory consultation process designed to ensure broad-based representation. Its methodology is explicitly gender-sensitive and culturally responsive, with separate dialogue sessions organized for women, youth, and Baka Indigenous communities.
ACDEF's immediate priority is the formal establishment of Municipal Landscape Management Commissions (MLMCs) in Somalomo, Ngoyla, and Lomié complementing similar structures being established in Mintom and other southern municipalities. Each MLMC will serve as a multi-stakeholder governance platform, bringing together: Municipal councillors, traditional authorities, community representatives, women's associations, Indigenous peoples' leaders, civil society organizations, and conservation and development partners.
These commissions will be mandated to:
1. Plan and oversee sustainable natural resource use across municipal territories
1. Mediate land-use conflicts and channel grievances through the formal GRM
1. Monitor environmental and social performance indicators
1. Advocate for community rights in engagements with government and private sector actors
1. Facilitate transparent and equitable benefit-sharing
The Dja Landscape Project demonstrates that conservation success in complex forest ecosystems depends not solely on ecological expertise, but on governance systems grounded in legitimacy, consent, and shared responsibility. By embedding FPIC, operationalizing grievance mechanisms, and institutionalizing inclusive decision-making bodies, the initiative is laying the groundwork for a new model of landscape governance in Eastern Cameroon.


ARTICLE 7
[bookmark: _Toc232429643]7.1. Mintom Mayor Establishes Ad Hoc Committee to Operationalize Municipal Landscape Governance
16 March 2026
Source: https://www.congolandscapes.org/news/mintom-mayor-establishes-ad-hoc-committee-operationalize-municipal-landscape-governance
GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project – Mintom and Djoum Municipality, Cameroon – February 2026
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Dja rainforest complex – global conservation

Institutional strengthening under the GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project has reached a decisive milestone in Mintom Council with the formal creation of an Ad Hoc Committee mandated to operationalize the Municipal Landscape Management Commission (MLMC). The Commission is envisioned as a permanent multi-stakeholder body to coordinate inclusive land and natural resource governance across the municipality.
On 17 February 2026, the Mayor of Mintom, Mrs. Bekono née Akélé Endamane Libol, signed Municipal Decision No. 001/2026/DM/C-MTM/SG establishing the Committee. The decision marks a historic step toward consolidating decentralized landscape governance within the ecologically significant Dja Landscape of southern Cameroon.
"The creation of this Ad Hoc Committee demonstrates Mintom Council's commitment to transparent and inclusive land governance. We are laying the foundation for a permanent structure that will guide sustainable land-use decisions and ensure that all stakeholders including Indigenous communities and women have a voice in shaping our development trajectory. — Mayor Bekono"

[bookmark: _Toc232429644]7.2. Operationalizing a New Governance Architecture
The Ad Hoc Committee carries a clear and time-bound mandate: to establish the institutional and regulatory framework for a fully functional MLMC, grounded in community-produced land-use plans. Its responsibilities include consolidating municipal consensus on land governance priorities; reviewing and validating the draft MLMC Framework and Internal Regulations; embedding environmental and social safeguards; and preparing the formal inauguration of the Commission.
The Mintom consultative process convened 38 stakeholders reflecting the municipality's social diversity: municipal authorities, traditional leaders, women's groups, youth associations, Indigenous Baka representatives, farmer organizations, and civil society actors.
"This milestone moves the Dja Landscape Project from dialogue to durable institutional architecture. By consolidating consensus and embedding safeguards within municipal systems, Mintom is contributing to a governance model that can be replicated across other councils in the landscape. — ECO-Ph representative"
[bookmark: _Toc232429645]7.3. Community-Led Planning in Djoum
While Mintom formalized institutional reforms, parallel field activities strengthened the project's grassroots foundation in neighboring Djoum Municipality. Between 26 and 31 January 2026, ECO-Ph teams deployed to Ottong Mbong and Douze villages to conduct participatory land-use planning exercises. Using Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) tools including community mapping, structured discussions, and consensus-building sessions, facilitators worked under FPIC principles to ensure meaningful engagement of women, youth, elders, and Indigenous Baka communities.
Within six days, communities delivered tangible outcomes: draft village land-use plans balancing agricultural zones, conservation areas, community forestry spaces, and ecological buffer zones; locally owned restoration priorities with degraded farms, forest edges, and riverbanks mapped for rehabilitation; and village-level governance structures including multi-stakeholder ad hoc committees.
The Mintom decision demonstrates how decentralized governance, when anchored in inclusive dialogue and field-based planning, can translate environmental ambition into durable institutions while safeguarding biodiversity and strengthening community resilience.


ARTICLE 8
[bookmark: _Toc232429646]8.1. From Design to Delivery: Early Lessons from the Congo Forest Integrated Programme
12 April 2026
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Bringing together governments, GEF agencies, and a wide range of technical and implementing partners under the shared objective of “Strengthening the sustainable management of one of the world’s most important forest regions”, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Congo Forest Integrated Programme (Congo Forest IP) spans diverse ecosystems and national contexts.
As implementation under the Congo Basin Landscapes Initiative (CBLI) moves forward, early experiences from the Congo Forest IP are starting to unveil what it really takes to translate an ambitious project design into action across complex, multi-country landscapes. In practice, achieving this objective is proving to be a gradual and often complex process.
[bookmark: _Toc232429647]8.2. From Integrated Design to Operational Reality
At the design stage, the Integrated Programmes (IP) set out to address interrelated challenges – biodiversity loss, climate pressure, and land degradation – through approaches coordinated at landscape level. Early implementation quickly highlighted one key lesson: integration does not happen by default. It must be actively and carefully built and maintained.







[image: ]
In practice, this has meant working across institutions, aligning timelines, and navigating different languages and governance systems to:
1. Establish coordination mechanisms across sectors and institutions
1. Align national priorities with regional objectives
1. Create shared spaces for dialogue between technical actors and local stakeholders
Across the region, progress is visible as these efforts are beginning to take shape through national coordination structures as well as landscape-level platforms that are slowly becoming operational.
[bookmark: _Toc232429648]8.3. Governance as a Foundation for Impact
Another important lesson is the central role of effective governance. Efforts and emerging platforms in landscapes such as the Dja in Cameroon and the Equator in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) demonstrate how strengthening institutional dispositions can make a tangible difference.
Such mechanisms contribute to breaking down sectoral silos, grounding planning processes in local realities, and enabling more regular and meaningful community engagement. Whether through municipal committees or cross-sectoral platforms, they help bring greater coherence to decision-making. This experience also emphasizes that governance is not simply something to be ‘set up’ and left in place – it evolves and requires trust, adaptation, and continued investment.
[bookmark: _Toc232429649]8.4. Partnerships in Practice
The IP is, by design, a partnership-driven programme. Early implementation has taught that the effectiveness of these partnerships depends on continuous coordination, clear roles, and shared ownership. Collaboration with national authorities, GEF agencies, and other partners has been instrumental in facilitating technical implementation, supporting community engagement, and ensuring alignment with national policies and priorities.
Complementary insights under the IKI-funded Congo Basin Peatlands project – also part of the broader CBLI framework – further reinforce these dynamics by supporting knowledge generation, coordination, and peatland-specific actions that contribute to the broader CBLI integrated approach. All these collaborative efforts point to the importance of maintaining flexible coordination approaches that can adapt to evolving contexts.
[bookmark: _Toc232429650]8.5. Connecting Local Action to Systemic Change
Much of the work under the IP is done at country level; field-level activities generate lessons that can inform national strategies and regional dialogues. Ensuring that these insights are captured and translated into decision-making processes remains a critical priority moving forward. The importance of linking local-level interventions to broader policy and planning processes proves paramount.
This “local to system” connection grounds the CBLI’s approach to enabling grounded solutions to contribute to wider sustainability across the Congo Basin region.
[bookmark: _Toc232429651]8.6. Looking Ahead
Early lessons and results suggest that success will depend on strong coordination mechanisms across levels, deeper community engagement and ownership, and technical approaches that are aligned with policy frameworks.
These insights feed into ongoing exchanges among partners and practitioners, including those related to the GEF Integrated Programmes Forum (Nairobi, 13–17 April 2026) where experiences from across landscapes are shared and reflected upon.
As implementation continues, attention is gradually shifting toward consolidation, scaling, and impact. Across the Congo Basin region, the transition from design to delivery is still underway; the foundations for a more integrated, inclusive, and resilient landscape management are being laid.
Image: Room view – GEF-8 Inception Workshop, Cameroon

Note on Images
All images referenced in this document are available on the CBLI website at www.congolandscapes.org. Image captions in this document identify the original photographs as they appear in the source articles. Due to technical access restrictions, images are indicated by captions and can be viewed by visiting the corresponding article URLs listed under each article title.
About the Congo Basin Landscapes Initiative (CBLI)
The Congo Basin Landscapes Initiative (CBLI) is a UNEP-led multi-country initiative supporting integrated landscape approaches across the Congo Basin through partnerships focused on biodiversity conservation, sustainable land management, climate resilience, and community livelihoods. The initiative includes programmes supported by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the International Climate Initiative (IKI), working with governments, local communities, research institutions, and regional partners across Central Africa.
Website: www.congolandscapes.org


























ARTICLE 9
[bookmark: _Toc232429652]9.1. Community Consent as a Catalyst for Conservation: FPIC and Inclusive Governance in the Dja Landscape, Cameroon
17 April 2026
Source: https://www.congolandscapes.org/news/community-consent-catalyst-conservation-fpic-and-inclusive-governance-dja-landscape-cameroon
[image: AIWO-CAN conducting FPIC with local population]
AIWO-CAN conducting FPIC with local population]
[bookmark: _Toc232429653]9.2. Context & Background
Nestled in the heart of southeastern Cameroon, the Dja Landscape stretches across millions of hectares of pristine Congo Basin rainforest — one of the most biodiverse and ecologically critical ecosystems on Earth. Home to forest elephants, western lowland gorillas, and countless endemic species, this landscape has long required a delicate balance between conservation imperatives and the livelihoods of the communities who depend on it.
Under the Congo Basin Landscapes Initiative, the GEF-8 Congo Critical Forest Biome Integrated Programme implemented by Cameroon's Ministry of Environment, Nature Protection and Sustainable Development under the technical supervision of UNEP is charting a transformative course. At the centre of this approach is a firm conviction: meaningful community engagement is not merely a safeguard requirement — it is a powerful engine for lasting success.



[bookmark: _Toc232429654]9.3. FPIC: From Compliance to Transformation
By embedding Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) as a foundational principle rather than a procedural checkbox, the Dja Landscape Project is redefining what conservation governance can look like. Across the landscape, FPIC processes have systematically shifted communities from passive beneficiaries to active decision-makers with genuine stakes in the outcomes.
[image: ]
 ECO-PH obtaining Free, Prior and Informed Consent of local population in Mintom

In the Mintom Council, structured FPIC processes have opened vital spaces for dialogue, built trust between communities and local authorities, and fostered mutual accountability with project implementers. This inclusive engagement has delivered a significant institutional breakthrough: the Mayor of Mintom established an ad hoc committee to create the Mintom Municipal Landscape Management Commission (MLMC) — a pioneering governance body that represents a concrete shift toward decentralised, community-informed landscape stewardship. Similar milestones are being achieved in the councils of Somalomo and Ngoyla in East Cameroon.
Key Institutional Achievement: The establishment of the Mintom Municipal Landscape Management Commission (MLMC) marks a landmark step in decentralised conservation governance in Cameroon — a direct outcome of sustained, FPIC-guided community engagement.

                        [image: ]              
 Mintom governance documents and community endorsement
[bookmark: _Toc232429655]9.4. Grassroots Impact: Conservation Meets Community Wellbeing
At the village level, the transformative power of FPIC is most tangible. In Dioula, a village in Cameroon's East Region, the FPIC process has catalysed community-led development initiatives firmly rooted in local priorities and aspirations. With full consent and active participation, the community is establishing a community forest. As a pioneering pilot, a medicinal plant garden is being developed to serve as the foundation of a local community pharmacy — directly linking biodiversity conservation to health outcomes and sustainable livelihoods. In a remarkable demonstration of ownership and collective trust, a local resident voluntarily offered land for this initiative.
[bookmark: _Toc232429656]9.5. Strengthening Accountability: The Grievance Redress Mechanism
Complementing FPIC is the establishment of a Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) across the localities of Djoum, Mintom, Oveng, Mvangan, and Somalomo — further reinforcing transparency and accountability in project governance. The GRM provides a culturally appropriate, accessible platform through which Indigenous Peoples and local communities can voice concerns, seek clarification, and ensure their rights are respected.
[bookmark: _Toc232429657]9.6. Lessons Learned and the Path Forward
The experience from Mintom and Dioula carries a lesson that resonates far beyond the Dja Landscape: sustainable conservation impact is only possible when communities are fully informed, genuinely consulted, and meaningfully involved. FPIC is not merely a procedural step — it is the engine that fuels trust, unlocks local initiative, and drives lasting change.
As the project advances, the early results are already compelling: stronger institutions, empowered communities, and a shared vision for a future where people and nature thrive together. In the Dja Landscape, this approach is proving that conservation and community development are not competing goals — they are inseparable ones.


ARTICLE 10
[bookmark: _Toc232429658]10.1. Djoum Municipality Creates Ad Hoc Committee on Landscape Governance
27 April 2026
[image: ] Djoum FPIC Consultations – 6 April 2026
Building on the precedent set by neighbouring Mintom Council, Institutional strengthening under the GEF-8 Dja Landscape Project has reached a new milestone in Djoum Municipality, marking a significant step toward sustainable and inclusive landscape governance in southern Cameroon.
Following a multi-stakeholder forum held on 26 March 2026, the Mayor of Djoum, His Majesty Foumane Ngane Vincent, officially signed Municipal Decision No. 010-2026/DM/C-DJO/SG establishing an Ad Hoc Committee tasked with operationalizing the Municipal Landscape Management Commission (MLMC). This Commission is envisioned as a permanent, multi-stakeholder platform to coordinate land-use planning and natural resource governance across the municipality.
[bookmark: _Toc232429659]10.2. Laying the Foundation for Sustainable Governance
The creation of the Ad Hoc Committee reflects Djoum's commitment to transparent, participatory, and accountable land governance systems. The committee has a clear and brief mandate: to review, refine, and validate the institutional and regulatory framework that will guide the establishment of the Municipal Landscape Management Committee (MLMC). Once established, the MLMC will serve as a permanent platform for dialogue, conflict prevention, and coordinated decision-making at the landscape level.

[bookmark: _Toc232429660]10.3. From Dialogue to Durable Institutions
The Ad Hoc Committee's responsibilities include: reviewing and validating the draft MLMC framework and internal regulations; ensuring the framework reflects local realities and stakeholder priorities; embedding safeguards such as Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC); and supporting the eventual establishment of both MLMCs and the broader Dja Landscape Management Committee. The committee is designed as a mission-specific body and will be dissolved once the final framework is formally adopted.
[bookmark: _Toc232429661]10.4. An Inclusive and Participatory Process
The consultative process in Djoum brought together a diverse range of stakeholders, including municipal authorities, traditional leaders, Indigenous Baka communities, women's and youth groups, farmers, civil society organizations, private sector actors, and decentralized technical services from MINFOF and MINADER.

[image: ]
Djoum consultation meeting with CLIP
Guided by FPIC principles, the process ensured that information was shared in advance and in accessible formats; local languages were used where necessary; and all participants had the opportunity to express concerns and provide or withhold consent. A formal FPIC Declaration, signed by the Mayor, further reinforced the municipality's commitment to rights-based and inclusive governance.
The resulting 13-member Ad Hoc Committee reflects this diversity, bringing together representatives from government, traditional leadership, Indigenous communities, civil society, the private sector, and technical services.
[bookmark: _Toc232429662]10.5. Building Momentum Across the Dja Landscape
Djoum's progress builds on a precedent set by neighbouring Mintom Municipality, where a similar decision was signed in February 2026. Together, these actions signal growing momentum across the Dja Landscape toward decentralized, inclusive governance systems.
"This milestone moves the Dja Landscape Project from dialogue to durable institutional architecture. Djoum, following Mintom's lead, is helping to shape a governance model that can be replicated across the entire landscape."


[bookmark: _Toc232069945]ARTICLE 11
[bookmark: _Toc232429663]11.1. From Design to Delivery: What the GEF IP Forum tells us about integrated Landscapes
30 April 2026
[image: ]

The GEF Global Forum for Integrated Programs, held at the United Nations Office in Nairobi this April 13th to 17th, Convened by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), brought together practitioners, policymakers, and partners working across biodiversity, climate, finance, land and livelihoods. While the diversity of themes was broad, the discussions converged around a shared question: what does it actually take to make integrated approaches work in practice?
Across sessions, a clearer picture emerged – not of new concepts, but of how different pieces must work together to deliver lasting results on the ground.
[bookmark: _Toc232429664]11.2. Integration is about timing not just design
One of the strongest messages from the forum was that integration does not happen automatically. It depends on when and how it is introduced. Where key dimensions – such as pollution, biodiversity, or climate – were embedded early in project design, outcomes tended to be more coherent and more durable. Where they were not, gaps emerged later, often undermining results.
This reinforces a practical lesson: Integration is less about adding components, and more about getting the sequencing right from the start.
[bookmark: _Toc232429665]11.3. Governance connects the system
As discussion moved from design to implementation, governance emerged as the central connector. Throughout the sessions, it was not treated as a matter of structure alone, but as the way institutions, actors, and decisions are meaningfully linked. This includes clearly defined roles and responsibilities, effective coordination across sectors and governance levels, as well as mechanisms that ensure data is translated into decision making.
Without these connections, tools and data remain underutilized. With them, they become operational. In this sense, governance is what transforms integration from a design principle into a functioning system.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc232429666]11.4. Communities anchor sustainability
Another consistent thread was the role of communities – not only as participants, but as actors shaping outcomes. Discussions highlighted the need to move beyond participation toward deeper inclusion in decision-making, sustained engagement, and locally driven accountability.
This shift reflects a broader understanding that inclusion is not a box to check, but a redesign of how decisions are made and who holds influence. It also requires rethinking what counts as evidence – moving beyond participation metrics to indicators that capture whether community priorities are reflected in decisions and outcomes.
In several CBLI supported landscapes, including in Cameroon and DRC, local landscape governance platforms and municipal committees bring together community representatives, local authorities and sector actors. These structures help anchor decision-making locally and create space for communities to influence how land and resources are managed over time, helping align local priorities with broader environmental objectives.
Alongside these governance mechanisms, partnerships with organizations such as the Rainforest Alliance support more sustainable production systems, including agroforestry practices. By linking restoration and land use planning with income-generating value chains, these approaches provide tangible incentives for farmers while reducing pressure on forests.
Discussions also emphasized that inclusion requires time, resources, and accountability – including investments in long-term engagement, community-led monitoring, and feedback mechanisms that ensure accountability flows both upwards to donors and downward to communities.
Together, these elements help ensure that communities are not only consulted, but actively shaping and sustaining outcomes over time.
[bookmark: _Toc232429667]11.5. Finance follows function
The forum made it clear that finance, while essential, does not operate in isolation. Innovative financing mechanisms depend on credible institutions, clear governance structures, and a pipeline of viable, well-prepared projects. In practice, this means that finance tends to follow function.
Where systems are in place, investment can scale. When they are not, financing remains limited. This reinforces the importance of investing upstream – in institutions, coordination, and project preparation – as part of integrated approaches.
At the same time, discussions also underscored a distributional challenge: economic benefits often do not reach those who bear the costs. Too often, poorer communities carry the biggest burden of human wildlife conflict without seeing any economic benefits in conserving wildlife and habitats. This highlights the need for innovative financial tools to be deliberately designed in a way that communities living alongside wildlife benefit economically from conservation outcomes.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc232429668]11.6. Learning is part of implementation
Monitoring, evaluation, and learning were also reframed during the forum – not as reporting requirements, but as a core part of implementation.
Discussions emphasized the need to understand how systems evolve, identify early signals of change, and use coordination platforms as space for adaptation. This is particularly relevant for complex landscapes, where outcomes emerge over time and are shaped by multiple interactive factors.
Best practice approaches highlight a more operational way of working:
1. Establishing strong baseline information to understand context
1. Using the evidence to inform decisions and planning early on
1. Applying interventions while continuously monitoring their effects
1. Adjusting actions based on what is observed
In line with the mitigation hierarchy (avoid, reduce, rehabilitate, offset), learning is embedded throughout implementation – not only to measure impacts, but to guide how they are managed and improved. Monitoring systems should trigger adaptive responses when needed, rather than simply recording notes.
In this context, monitoring supports real-time decision-making, helping programs respond to changing conditions, stakeholder dynamics, and implementation challenges.
Learning therefore is not a separate activity. It is an operational function that enables integrated approaches to be adaptive, relevant, and effective in the long term.
[bookmark: _Toc232429669]11.7. From complexity to practical action
While integrated approaches are often described as complex, discussion at the knowledge café on cross-countries integrated synergies – held by the Congo Basin Landscapes Initiative (CBLI) – highlighted a more grounded perspective. One practical insight was that progress often depends on keeping things simple enough to act; starting with what is feasible, using ‘just enough data’ and sequencing action realistically.
In peatland landscapes of the Congo Basin, for instance, early efforts have shown that combining simple governance arrangements with targeted livelihood activities can create the conditions for broader, more integrated action over time.
Integration, then, is not about doing everything at once – it is about connecting the right elements, at the right time, in the right way.
[bookmark: _Toc232429670]11.8. What this means in practice and for the CBLI
Taken together, these discussions point to a common understanding:
1. Integration requires early design and sequencing
1. Governance provides structure for connection
1. Communities ensure continuity and ownership
1. Finance supports scaling once systems are in place and makes sure it reaches the communities
1. Learning enables adaptation over time
These reflections are closely aligned with the intended approach of the CBLI. Working with partners, and with the support of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the International Climate Initiative (IKI) under UNEP’s leadership, the CBLI brings together governance, communities, biodiversity, livelihoods, and partnerships to support integrated landscape approaches in the Congo Basin region.
The forum provided an opportunity to both contribute to and draw from a broader body of experience – reinforcing that integration is less about new frameworks, and more about how existing elements are connected, sequenced and sustained over time.
[bookmark: _Toc232429671]11.9. Looking ahead
The discussion in Nairobi did not point to a single model or solution. Instead, they highlighted an important direction: focus on practical implementation, invest in connection and coordination, build on what already exists, and keep approaches simple and adaptable. This reflects a growing shift – from merely designing integrated approaches to making them work over time.
 
Organisations: Global Environment Facility (GEF) | United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Sectors: Sustainable management | Integrated management
ARTICLE 12
[bookmark: _Toc232429672]12.1. GEF Integrated Programme Global Forum: Cameroon Presented Congo Basin’s Based Solutions
11 May 2026
Source: https://www.congolandscapes.org/news/gef-integrated-program-global-forum-cameroon-presented-congo-basins-based-solutions
[image: ]
Image: Team Cameroon at GEF Global Forum, Nairobi – April 2026
With one of Africa’s most substantial and strategically composed delegations present, Cameroon arrived in Nairobi not as a passive participant, but as an active contributor. As the global community gathered, the country emerged as one ready to share concrete, field-tested solutions from the Congo Basin.
Cameroon’s delegation reflected the full spectrum of programme implementation. It brought together national leadership, technical expertise supported by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and civil society representatives sharing direct experience from the field. This diverse composition reflected a coordinated national effort to translate environmental policy into measurable impact.
When the 2026 Global Forum for GEF Integrated Programs opened on April 13th at the United Nations Office in Nairobi, discussions centred on a key question: How can integrated programs move from design to demonstrate results? Cameroon’s contribution drew on the experience of its GEF-8 Dja Landscape project – an initiative that came with both practical insights and tested approaches.
[bookmark: _Toc232429673]12.2. From Preparation to Practice
A preparatory meeting held on March 23rd in Yaoundé brought together key stakeholders, including the Project Management Unit technical team, UNEP task manager Dr. André Kamdem Toham, and National Project Director Dr. Haman Unusa.
[image: ]

The session helped consolidate the country’s contributions to the CBLI’s Knowledge Café on integrated landscape approaches titled: “From Integrated Design to Landscape Transformation: Practical Approaches to Communicating Integrated Landscapes”. Five priorities emerged:
1. Building an operational delivery framework: Cameroon demonstrated how governance systems, clearly defined roles, and coordinated processes helped translate programme design into implementation during the critical early stages. This experience highlighted the importance of structured delivery mechanisms in moving from planning to action.
1. Institutionalizing inclusion: Rather than treating inclusion as an add-on, the Dja Landscape Project embedded gender equity and the participation of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPLCs) into its governance structures from the outset. This approach supported more consistent engagement and stronger ownership at local level.
1. Linking GRM and FPIC for stronger governance: The integration of a functional Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) with Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) principles contributed to strengthening trust and accountability. This approach also supported the establishment of integrated municipal landscape management committees, including in areas such as Mintom and Djoum.
1. Leveraging OECM and natural capital accounting: Cameroon shared its experience in applying Other Effective Conservation Measures (OECMs) and natural capital accounting (NCA) as practical tools for early-stage decision-making. These approaches helped align environmental and economic considerations within planning processes.
1. Real-time monitoring and adaptive management: Through strengthened monitoring and evaluation systems, the project management unit (PMU) tracked GEF-8 indicators and used this information to support adaptive management. This allowed for ongoing adjustments based on emerging results and lessons.
[bookmark: _Toc232429674]12.3. A Strong Presence in Forum Discussions
Cameroon’s role at the Forum was further reflected in its leadership of discussions on governance, inclusion, and accountability. Dr. Haman Unusa chaired a dedicated roundtable, joined by civil society partners including the African Indigenous Women Organization Central African Network (AIWO-CAN), African Conservation and Development Foundation (ACDEF), and Environment Conservation for Public Health (ECO-PH), who brought grounded, field-based perspectives.
More than a symbolic presence, Cameroon’s participation reflected a coordinated, multi-level effort backed by institutional support and field experience. The delegation’s contributions highlighted how integrated approaches can be operationalized in practice, particularly in complex landscape contexts such as the Congo Basin. As discussions unfolded in Nairobi, Cameroon’s experience helped illustrate a broader point: effective environmental governance is built through sustained effort, coordination, and learning over time.
Beyond the Knowledge Café, the Cameroonian delegation actively participated in four thematic field visits that preceded the GEF Global Forum in Nairobi. The visits covered a broad range of environmental themes:
1. At the Upper Tana – Ndakaine Dam, the delegation explored integrated watershed management, linking upstream land use with downstream ecosystem protection for coastal resilience and biodiversity conservation.
1. At the Wildlife Warriors Kids Field Lab, south of Nairobi National Park, they engaged with community-based conservation education and human–wildlife coexistence strategies.
1. The Brackenhurst Conference Centre in Tigoni, Limuru, offered insights into large-scale forest restoration and land degradation neutrality through community forestry models.
1. The Nairobi Kamukunji Area highlighted urban resilience and sustainable infrastructure under the Cities Integrated Program.
Team Cameroon also conducted high-level public diplomacy meetings with two senior officials at the United Nations Environment Programme, including Johan Robinson, Head of the Biodiversity and Land Degradation Unit, and Ruth Igamba, Programme Management Assistant. Discussions centred on the achievements of the Dja Landscape Project and yielded a promising outcome: both officials committed to a future field visit to the project site to appraise the reality on the ground.


[bookmark: _Toc232429675]ARTICLE 13
[bookmark: _Toc232429676]13.1. Oveng Council Launches New Governance Milestone in the Dja Landscape
25 May 2026
Source: https://www.congolandscapes.org/news/oveng-council-launches-new-governance-milestone-dja-landscape

Funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF-8) and implemented by Cameroon's Ministry of Environment, Protection of Nature and Sustainable Development, the Dja Landscape Project is designed to strengthen governance and enhance ecosystem connectivity for biodiversity conservation, while creating sustainable livelihood opportunities for local communities.
Officially launched on September 10, 2025, the project has moved swiftly from vision to action laying the foundation for lasting, system-wide transformation. A new era of community-driven environmental governance is now taking shape in southern Cameroon. In this context, the Oveng Council has demonstrated strong leadership by becoming the third municipality within the Dja Landscape to initiate the establishment of a Municipal Landscape Management Commission (MLMC), marking a significant step toward inclusive and participatory land management.
Following similar moves by Mintom and Djoum earlier in 2026, Oveng is helping shape a growing network of local governance structures designed to protect one of the Congo Basin's most vital ecosystems while ensuring communities remain at the heart of decision-making.
[bookmark: _Toc232429677]13.2. From Community Consent to Concrete Action
On 6 April 2026, Oveng's municipal leadership formalized this progress by establishing an Ad Hoc Committee tasked with reviewing and validating the framework for the future MLMC.
This decision didn't emerge in isolation — it builds on a strong legal and participatory foundation. Grounded in Cameroon's decentralization laws and guided by the principles of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC), the initiative reflects a broader shift toward governance models that prioritize transparency, equity, and local ownership.
The committee has a focused mission:
1. Review and analyze the proposed framework for both the MLMC and the wider Dja Landscape Management Board
1. Contribute to validating a final, consensus-based governance framework
1. Ensure that community voices — especially those of Indigenous peoples — are fully embedded in the process
Importantly, this is a temporary body with a clear mandate. Once the framework is finalized and adopted, the committee will dissolve — keeping the process efficient and purpose-driven.
[image: ]  FPIC declaration signed by community members in Oveng
[bookmark: _Toc232429678]13.3. A Process Rooted in Community Voice
What makes Oveng's progress particularly noteworthy is what came before it. On 27 March 2026, a diverse group of stakeholders gathered for a major consultation forum. Local authorities, traditional leaders, Indigenous Baka communities, women, youth, farmers, civil society, and private sector representatives all took part in shaping the future of their landscape.
This was not symbolic participation — it was a structured and meaningful process anchored in FPIC principles. Participants confirmed their support in a formal declaration:
"We have been sufficiently informed of the objectives and the process... We give our free consent."

The Three Foundations of FPIC:
1. Free: Participation was voluntary, without pressure or coercion
1. Prior: Communities were informed well in advance through outreach and sensitization
1. Informed: Information was shared clearly and accessibly, including in local languages
[bookmark: _Toc232429679]13.4. A Committee That Reflects the Community
The newly established Ad Hoc Committee brings together 12 representatives from across Oveng's social fabric. It includes municipal officials, traditional authorities, a representative of the Indigenous Baka community, as well as voices from women, youth, civil society, the private sector, and farmers' groups. This diverse composition ensures that the governance framework is shaped by those who live and depend on the landscape every day.
[bookmark: _Toc232429680]13.5. Looking Ahead: Building Lasting Governance
While the Ad Hoc Committee is temporary, its impact will be long-lasting. Once the framework is finalized, it will pave the way for the creation of a permanent Municipal Landscape Management Commission in Oveng and the launch of a broader Dja Landscape Management Board, connecting councils, communities, and institutions across the region. Together, these structures will form the backbone of a new governance model — one that balances environmental protection with community empowerment.
[image: ]
Official Oveng governance decisions document]
[bookmark: _Toc232429681]13.6. A Growing Movement Across the Dja Landscape
With Oveng joining Mintom and Djoum, momentum is building toward a unified, landscape-wide governance system. This emerging model goes beyond conservation — it recognizes that the future of the Dja Landscape depends on the people who live there, ensuring they are not only consulted, but actively leading the stewardship of their environment. As this approach expands, it offers a powerful example of how inclusive governance can transform both communities and ecosystems for generations to come.
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